
FEDERATION OF THE SISTERS OF ST JOSEPH OF CANADA 

RESOURCES FOR 

THE GLOBAL COORDINATING GROUP CALENDAR 

During the FOURTH week of JULY, we listen to the heart of the world and hold in our prayer the 
Sisters of St. Joseph and the people of IVORY COAST.  

Ivory Coast, also known as Côte 
d'Ivoire is a sovereign 
state located in West Africa. Ivory 
Coast's political capital 
is Yamoussoukro, and its 
economic capital and largest city is 
the port city of Abidjan. Its 
bordering countries 
are Guinea and Liberia in the 
west, Burkina Faso and Mali in the 
north, and Ghana in the east. 
The Gulf of Guinea (Atlantic 

Ocean) is located south of Ivory Coast. 

Prior to its colonization by Europeans, Ivory Coast was home to several states, including Gyaaman, 
the Kong Empire, and Baoulé. Two Anyi kingdoms, Indénié and Sanwi, attempted to retain their separate 
identity through the French colonial period and after independence. Ivory Coast became 
a protectorate of France in 1843–1844 and later a French colony in 1893 amid the European scramble 
for Africa. Ivory Coast achieved independence in 1960, led by Félix Houphouët-Boigny, who ruled the 
country until 1993. The country maintained close political and economic association with its West 
African neighbors while at the same time maintaining close ties to the West, especially France. Since the 
end of Houphouët-Boigny's rule in 1993, Ivory Coast has experienced a coup d'état, in 1999, and two 
religion-grounded civil wars. The first took place between 2002 and 2007 and the second during 2010–
2011. In 2000, the country adopted a new constitution. 

Through the production of coffee and cocoa, the country was an economic powerhouse in West Africa 
during the 1960s and 1970s. Ivory Coast went through an economic crisis in the 1980s, contributing to a 
period of political and social turmoil. In the 21st century the Ivorian economy is largely market-based 
and still relies heavily on agriculture, with smallholder cash-crop production being dominant. 

The official language is French, with local indigenous languages also widely used, including Baoulé, 
Dioula, Dan, Anyin, and Cebaara Senufo. In total there are around 78 languages spoken in Ivory Coast. 
Popular religions include Christianity (primarily Roman Catholicism), Islam, and various indigenous 
religions.  (Information from Wikipedia) 

 

Sisters of St. Joseph 
Twenty-three sisters minister in Ivory Coast from the congregations of Aosta, Lyon and Institut des 
Souers de Saint Joseph. Their work includes education, adult literacy, visiting prisoners, parish and 
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pastoral work, working with school drop-outs and teenagers, social centre, lunch programs, and care of 
the handicapped. 

 

A collaborative team of Sisters in ministry. Members of Institut and Lyon. 

Photo from the Cultural Diversity 
and Conflict Management Program 
in Le Puy. Participants in the photo 
are: Left Srs. Lorraine Delaney, Bella 
Benedicta, Pepis, Griselda, Betti 
(translator) and Eliza. 

Sr. Bella Benedicta Sage, from Ivory 
Coast, illustrated the need for this 
program by talking about her 
experience, “During my time in the 
novitiate [living as a professed sister] 
I lived with eight sisters from five 

nationalities - all of us African. We had to live something difficult, hard, and very painful - and on the 
other hand, a lot of joy and wealth.  So, developing these sessions on how we could manage that 
diversity in a very good way and how to manage conflictual situations will be useful.”  Photo and text 
taken from US Federation blog. 

 

United in prayer the Global Joseph 
Family, 11,000 sisters in 54 
countries, listening to the heart of 
the world. 


