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WELCOME              Anna Tremblay 
Regional Coordinator 

 
Hymn: Christ Be Our Light (#162) 
 
Reading:  1 Kings 17.7-16              Norma Potvin 
 
Responsorial Psalm                   Vicki Doucette    
R. Lord, let your face shine on us. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
Allelulia.  Allelulia.  Allelulia. 
 
Gospel:  Matthew 5.13-16              Allan Charette 
  
Reflection: Sister Bonnie       
 
CEREMONY OF COMMITMENT 
 
Coordinator:   Sister Bonnie, I present to you Margaret 
Sroga, who has spent adequate time in discerning the 
commitment she is about to make. 
 
S. Bonnie:  What is it you ask? 
 
Candidate: I ask to become an Associate of the Sisters 

of St Joseph of Sault Ste. Marie. 
 
S. Bonnie:  I now ask your companions to speak on 

your behalf. 
 
Companions: It is our wish that Margaret become 
an Associate of the Sisters of St Joseph of Sault Ste. 
Marie.  Margaret has met the requirements of the 
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Associate program and shares deeply our desire for the 
union of ourselves and all people with God and with one 
another in and through Christ Jesus. 
 

(The Companions light the candle from the Paschal 
Candle and present it to the Candidate.) 

 
Companions: Margaret, we have taken our light 
from the light of Christ, who mandates us to be light to 
the world.  May this light shine forth as you become an 
Associate of the Congregation. 

 
S. Bonnie:  Margaret, we share our mission of 
unity by making Christ’s presence known wherever we 
are.  In gratitude and in joy, I invite you to express your 
intention to become an Associate of our Congregation. 
 
Commitment: 
 I, Margaret Sroga, desiring to become an Associate 
of the Congregation of the Sisters of Ste. Joseph of Sault 
Ste. Marie, promise to unite my prayer and work with 
that of the Congregation and to live according to its 
charism.  In a spirit of humility and charity, I shall try to 
promote unity in my family, and among friends and 
associates as I myself seek to grow in union with Christ.  
In this way, I hope to contribute to the final coming 
together of all people of God. 
 
I make this commitment for one year, in the presence of 
Sister Bonnie MacLellan, General Superior of the 
Congregation, and ask the intercession of Mary and 
Joseph for the grace to be faithful to my promise. 
 
S. Bonnie: I now invite you to enter your name into our 

Book of Enrolment for Associates. 
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Signing of the Register: 
 
Blessing of Associate Pins:                S. Bonnie  
 
Lord God, we praise you for sending your Holy Spirit into 
our hearts to teach us to be people of prayer.  Bless † 
this Associate pin and may it be a reminder that we are 
called to be persons of unity and reconciliation.  May we 
continue to grow as prayerful persons and be pleasing to 
you in our lives. Glory to you Source of all Being, Eternal 
Word and Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now 
and will be forever.  Amen. 
 
S. Bonnie: Margaret, receive this pin as a sign of the 
bond that unites us with one another. 
 
Margaret, we welcome you as an Associate of our 
Congregation.  I ask the Sisters here present to stand 
and express their acceptance and support of your 
association with us. 
 
Sisters: (stand and recite together) 

Margaret, we have heard and witnessed your 
wish to live out your faith in union with and in fidelity to 
Jesus Christ.  We affirm and support your request to be 
associated with our Congregation in its mission of unity.  
We promise to support you in our oneness of prayer, in 
love, and in mission. 
 
S. Bonnie:  I now invite the Associates to welcome you. 
 
Committed Associates:  (stand) 
 Margaret, we welcome you as a traveler with us on 
this CSJ journey of unity and reconciliation.  As your 
Associate Companions we promise to support you with 
our prayer and presence.  We bless you as we pray: 
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(extend right hand) 
 

Loving God and Creator of all, bless this new Associate.  
Inspire her with Holy Wisdom as she reaches out to the 
“dear Neighbour” through word, example and action.  
Increase her desire to see and affirm what is good and 
holy.  Gift her with strength that flows from a gentle 
spirit and from this association with the Sisters of St 
Joseph.  Attune her heart to listen carefully and respond 
in love.  Grant her faith to trust that You walk with her 
always. 
 
Presentation of rose  
And Threads of Love:                   Companions 
 
CEREMONY OF RE-COMMITMENT 
 
S. Bonnie:  I invite all those desiring to renew their 

commitment to please stand. 
 
Associates: 
I, each states full name one at a time and then say 
together gratefully aware of the blessings received during 
the past year and seeking to respond to the call of the 
Holy Spirit in my life, desire to renew my commitment as 
an Associate of the Sisters of St Joseph of Sault Ste. 
Marie.  In a spirit of humility and charity, I will strive to 
grow in self-emptying love of Jesus Christ through fidelity 
to personal prayer, sharing of faith, concern for the 
earth’s beauty and resources, and service to the “dear 
Neighbour.” 
 
I believe that I share in the mission of Jesus through my 
baptism.  It is my desire and intention, through 
association with the Sisters of St Joseph, to live and pray 
and work in awareness of being in communion with God, 
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with others, and with all creation. 
 
I promise to deepen within the church the spirit of the 
Sisters of St Joseph through the exercise of compassion 
toward “every kind of neighbour” without distinction.  
And I promise to rely on God’s grace and faithful love in 
my daily striving to live this commitment during the 
coming year. 
 
I make this commitment for one year, in the presence of 
the Sisters of St Joseph and others here present. 

(Associates turn to face Sisters.) 
 
S. Bonnie: 

I ask the Sisters present to express their 
acceptance and support of your association with us. 
 
Sisters: (stand and recite together) 
Dear friends, we have heard your wish to live out your 
faith in union with and in fidelity to Jesus Christ.  We 
affirm and support your request to re-commit yourselves 
to be associated with our Congregation in its mission of 
unity.  We welcome you again as Associates of our 
Congregation and we promise to support you through 
prayer, in love, and in mission. 
 
Prayer of the Faithful:                  Nicole Charette       
R. Lord, in hope and love, hear our prayer. 
 
Expressions of Gratitude:            Brenda Robertson 
 
Final Blessing:                             S Bonnie 
 
May you recognize in your life the presence, power 
and light of your soul. 
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May you realize that you are never alone 
that your soul in its brightness and belonging connects 
you intimately with the rhythm of the universe. 
 
May you have respect for your own individuality and 
difference. 
 
May you realize that the shape of your soul is unique,  
that you have a special destiny here 
that behind the facade of your life there is  
something beautiful, good and eternal happening. 
 
May you learn to see yourself with the same delight, 
pride and expectation with which God sees you in 
every moment.  
 
All:  Amen. 

     John O’Donohue 
 
 
Recessional Hymn:     The Summons (#178) 
 
 
 

Reception to follow in the 
McColgan Room. 
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♡   ♡   ♡   ♡   ♡ 
 
 

Our Gratitude To 
 
 

S Bonnie MacLellan 
General Superior 

for presiding at our Commitment 
and Re-Commitment Service 

 
 

The Motherhouse Staff 
for hosting the reception 

 
 

To all who participate in and support 
our Associate program 

 
 

♡   ♡   ♡   ♡   ♡ 
 


