
FEDERATION OF THE SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH OF CANADA 

RESOURCES FOR 

THE GLOBAL COORDINATING GROUP CALENDAR 

During the FIRST week of MAY, we listen to the heart of the world and hold in our prayer the Sisters 
of St. Joseph and the people of EL SALVADOR.   

 

El Salvador is bounded by Honduras to the north and east, by the Pacific Ocean to the south, and by 

Guatemala to the northwest. The entire territory of El Salvador is located on the Central American 

volcanic axis, which determines the major geographic regions of the country. 

The most densely-populated state on the mainland of the 

Americas, El Salvador is a small and highly-industrialised 

country. In the 1980s, El Salvador was ravaged by a bitter 

civil war stoked by gross inequality between the 

overwhelming majority of the population and a small and 

wealthy elite that left around 70,000 people dead. A 

United Nations-brokered peace agreement ended the civil 

war in 1992, ushering in important political reforms, but 

the country still suffers from the legacy of a divided 

society. Violent "mara" street gangs have left El Salvador with one of the world's highest murder rates. 

 

Sisters of St. Joseph 

At present one sister remains in El Salvador: a Sister of St. Joseph of Orange, California. 

1. From the Orange blog we read an announcement that two sisters who have worked in El 

Salvador spoke about their ministry and experiences on April 22: Sisters Elena Jaramillo and 

Mary Therese Sweeney.   
 
  

You may also be interested in this 1989 article in the Los Angeles Times about Sr. Elena 
Jaramillo.  http://articles.latimes.com/1989-11-21/local/me-295_1_el-salvador 

2. Click on this address to see a group of sisters from Baden Pennsylvania visiting El Salvador. 

https://i1.wp.com/www.stjoseph-baden.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/El-Salvador.jpg 

 

 

United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 11,000 sisters 

in 52 countries, listening to the heart of the world. 
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