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THE GLOBAL COORDINATING GROUP CALENDAR 

This week we listen to the heart of the world and hold the Sisters of Joseph and the people of 

Congo Brazzaville in our prayer. 

 

Congo-Brazzaville also known as the 
Republic of the Congo also known as, the 
Congo Republic or simply the Congo, is a 
country located in the western coast of 
Central Africa. It is bordered by five 
countries: Gabon to its west; Cameroon 
to its northwest and the Central African 
Republic to its northeast; the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo to the southeast 
and the Angolan exclave of Cabinda to its 
south; and the Atlantic Ocean to its 
southwest.  

The region was dominated by Bantu-speaking tribes at least 3,000 years ago, who built trade 
links leading into the Congo River basin. Congo was formerly part of the French colony of 
Equatorial Africa. The Republic of the Congo was established on the 28th of November 1958 but 
gained independence from France in 1960. The sovereign state has had multi-party elections 
since 1992, although a democratically elected government was ousted in the 1997 Republic of 
the Congo Civil War, and President Denis Sassou Nguesso, who first came to power in 1979, has 
ruled for 33 of the past 38 years.  

The Republic of the Congo has become the fourth-largest oil producer in the Gulf of Guinea, 
providing the country with a degree of prosperity despite political and economic instability in 
some areas and unequal distribution of oil revenue nationwide. Congo's economy is heavily 
dependent on the oil sector, and economic growth has slowed considerably since the post-2015 
drop in oil prices.  
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Sisters of St. Joseph in Congo Brazzaville 

The following information was provided by Sr. Maria Goretti O’Connor, Sister of St. Joseph of 

Annecy, who serves on her Congregational Leadership. She shares with us about their small 

community “Yaka Yaka” in Congo Brazzaville.  

There are three Sisters in the Community who are all from the "other Congo", The Democratic Republic, 

and their names are Agnès, Lucienne and Astéride. The foundation was made in January 2013 when 

Agnès and Tessy, and Indian Sister who had been working in the Region of Senegal and Gambia, went to 

stay - first with a female 

Religious Congregation 

and then with some 

priests - so that they 

could oversee the 

building of the 

community which is 

situated 25 km outside 

of the capital, 

Brazzaville.  They had 

been invited by the local 

bishop, and a local 

woman, called Mama 

Hélène who has a bakery 

in the city as well as an 

orphanage for 

abandoned children, and 

gave them lots of help 

and encouragement.  

The community is 

situated in a village next 

to a very sandy road 

which the rain makes it 

difficult to use at 

times.  There is a quarry 

nearby and the many 

lorries which pass each 

day make it worse.  The house was built after a few years and the Sisters cultivate the large garden and 

use and sell what they produce.  I'm not sure if they still have fowl; they certainly had them when I was 

there in 2016! 



Because of the conflict which has taken place in the past there is no electricity - although you can see 

that it was there before. The Sisters have a small generator which they turn on for a few hours in the 

evening and also use solar panels.  I think they 

may also have some bottled gas. The water 

situation has improved since the time I visited - 

thanks to a Vietnamese business man/engineer 

who had come as a refugee to the UK when he 

was a child. He had been taught by our Sisters 

and when he heard about the problems in Yaka 

Yaka he offered to finance and construct an 

effective bore well for the Community. 

 

 

 

 

 

A small school for young 
children has just opened. 
There is one classroom and 
thirteen pupils at present. 
When finances allow, they 
want to build more 
classrooms. 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
At present there is a small Skill Centre where local 
women are taught to make clothes so that they  
can have a livelihood. 
 

  
A small dispensary is also under construction.  When more funds are available, this will also develop. The 

Sisters also have a little shop where they sell the bread that they make as well as anything else that is 

available. They also visit the surrounding villages and teach catechism. The local people are delighted to 

have them with them. 

Yaka Yaka is part of our Region in West Africa although it is situated a long way away. Apart from seeing 

the needs of the place and time, it was also thought necessary to have a community where the young 

Congolese women who wanted to enter the Congregation, could come before they went to Senegal to 

begin their Pre Novitiate. You will see two of these "candidates" in the photographs attached.  I think 

that at present they are working in the school. After the pre Novitiate in Dakar, if they wish to continue 

in Religious Life, they will go to the Inter Novitiate in Nianing which is composed of Lyon, Annecy and the 

French Institut.  

 

 

 

United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 11,000 

sisters in 53 countries, listening to the heart of the 

world.  


