
FEDERATION OF THE SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH OF CANADA 

RESOURCES FOR 

THE GLOBAL COORDINATING GROUP PRAYER CALENDAR 

Beginning January 21, 2019 we listen to the heart of the world and hold the Sisters of St. Joseph and the 

people of AUSTRALIA in our prayer. 

Australia is a sovereign country comprising the 

mainland of the Australian continent, the island 

of Tasmania and numerous smaller islands. It is 

the largest country in Oceania and the 

world's sixth-largest country by total area. The 

neighbouring countries are Papua New 

Guinea, Indonesia and East Timor to the north; 

the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu to the north-

east; and New Zealand to the south-east.  

The population of 25 million is 
highly urbanized and heavily concentrated on 
the eastern seaboard. Australia's capital 
is Canberra, and its largest city is Sydney. The 
country's other major metropolitan areas 
are Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth and Adelaide. 
 
Australia was inhabited by indigenous 
Australians for about 60,000 years before the 

first British settlement in the late 18th century. It is documented that Aborigines spoke languages that 
can be classified into about 250 groups. After the European exploration of the continent by Dutch 
explorers in 1606, who named it New Holland, Australia's eastern half was claimed by Great Britain in 
1770 and initially settled through penal transportation to the colony of New South Wales from 26 
January 1788, a date which became Australia's national day. The population grew steadily in subsequent 
decades, and by the 1850s most of the continent had been explored and an additional five self-
governing crown colonies established. On 1 January 1901, the six colonies federated, forming the 
Commonwealth of Australia. Australia has since maintained a stable liberal democratic political system 
that functions as a federal parliamentary constitutional monarchy comprising six states and ten 
territories. 
 
Being the oldest, flattest and driest inhabited continent, with the 
least fertile soils, Australia has a landmass of 7,617,930 square 
kilometres (2,941,300 sq mi). A megadiverse country, its size gives it 
a wide variety of landscapes, with deserts in the centre, 
tropical rainforests in the north-east and mountain ranges in the 
south-east.  A gold rush began in Australia in the early 1850s, which boosted the population of the 
country. Nevertheless, its population density, 2.8 inhabitants per square kilometre, remains among the 
lowest in the world. Australia generates its income from various sources including mining-related  
exports, telecommunications, banking and manufacturing. Indigenous Australian rock art is the oldest 
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and richest in the world, dating as far back as 60,000 years and spread across hundreds of thousands of 
sites.  
 
Australia has the world's 9th largest immigrant population with immigrants accounting for 26% of the 
population.  It is a member of the United Nations, G20, Commonwealth of Nations, ANZUS, Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), World Trade Organization, Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation, Pacific Islands Forum and the ASEAN Plus Six mechanism. 
(Information from Wikipedia; graphics from Google) 

 

Sisters of St. Joseph in Australia 

723 sisters from the Sisters of St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart and the Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange, 

California minister in Australia. Their works include: health care, education, pastoral work, family 

support, spiritual direction, formation, social work, legal aid, justice work, work with Aboriginals, 

refugees and asylum seekers, ecology, empowerment of women, anti-trafficking, homelessness and 

housing. 

We include the Sisters of St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart in our prayer calendar, because the prayer list is 

initiated by our UN-NGO staff. These Sisters, although not founded through the Le Puy family tree, 

support our CSJ-UN staff in their work. To read about their history click this link: 

https://www.sosj.org.au/ 

The Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange is among the youngest of the American congregations and traces its 
roots through the St. Joseph congregations of La Grange, Illinois; Concordia, Kansas; Rochester, New 
York; and Carondelet, Missouri. 

The Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange were established in 1912 by Mother Bernard Gosselin. She and eight 
sisters left LaGrange, Illinois, near Chicago to establish what is now St. Bernard's High School in Eureka, 
California. By 1922, the Sisters were teaching in several Southern California areas and recognized that 
the community could better develop its ministries by moving the Motherhouse to Orange. The first 
ministries of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange were in education and health care. Schools and hospitals 
were staffed primarily by the Sisters and in the 1940s and 1950s the number of institutions directed by 
the Congregation increased steadily. In the 1940s the Sisters extended their work in health, education 
and religious instruction to the people of Papua New Guinea and Australia. 

Video - interesting book review and insight into the ministry of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange in 
the North Solomon Islands, east of Australia, click on this link: http://csjorange.org/resources/books/ 

 

 

United in prayer, the Global Joseph 

Family, 11,000 sisters in 52 countries, 

listening to the heart of the world. 
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