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A Story Within A Story 
  
Imagination, with its roots deep in the unconscious, is often the 
link between the depths of the self and the unseen reaches of the 
universe. 
  
I spent a year walking around our beautiful Motherhouse  
property. To every season I asked –“Where do I/we place our 
Cosmic Walk?”  Every season brought the same invitation, White 
Pine at the entrance to our Motherhouse property seemed to be 
issuing the invitation. 
  
Ancient Lore speaks of the White Pine Trees as Tree of Peace. 
The Ancient Lore has several warring nations coming  
together at the foot of White Pine,  “We will bury our weapons 
under this Tree of Peace. We will continually choose Peace.” 
  
I sat with White Pine waiting for confirmation. White Pine 
seemed lonesome and almost discouraged. I asked, “White Pine, 
what do you need? How can I help?”  White Pine was quick to 
inform me that… 
 
 “this is a perfect place and I could have some company.   
...human species and White Pine species.  
...it would be nice if they were generational!”  
And so it is! 
  
Sharon Miller, csj 
  
  
 

White Pine 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 

About 450 million years ago the first 
land plants appear about 235 million 
years ago dinosaurs, flowers,  
mammals, birds 

About 3.9 billion years ago life  
begins in the sea; 
Simple life forms learn to harvest  
sunlight—photosynthesis 



 

 

You wonder… “What are those poles for… the ones planted in a  
circle?” 
  
Look closely… a message of unity, diversity, and interdependency 
is declared there. 
  
It echoes our Chapter  2018 theme…  

 

Widen the space of your tent. 
  
Pauline Guindon, csj 



 

 

 
What would it mean to adopt,  

to take on the mind of Universe,  
the mind of Earth Community? 

This move in imagination would lead 
to a new form of human existence. 

We would become fascinated with the “not yet” 
and the possibilities that come from 

a vision of the whole! 
The mind of the Universe is always 

toward ever deepening  
MUTUAL INDWELLING! 

  

OUR GREAT STORY 
                            

began about fifteen billion years ago!  We are just now 
coming to human awareness of our evolving journey into 

compassionate creativity. 
 

 The Universe gave life to – our galaxies stars our sun our 
planet earth and earth gave life to all that we are. 

 
Until now our Universe Story has never been available to 

us! We can NOW survey 15 billion years of our history! 
  

…a foundational force of nature... 
INTIMACY 



 

 

Imagination is the capacity to seize upon possibilities 
which are invisible. One and a half million years ago 

humans became involved with fire: 
  

 humans could move to other climates, fire enabled 
them to survive in caves with every new possibility 
and imagination- the human did re-invent itself! 

 fish hook, a stone that slices meat, flint, grinding 
tools, screw driver, compass, use of winds and tides, 
steam engine, nuclear energy, DNA. 

 
Through imagination, the human draws on all the powers 

of the Universe! 

We are in a time when comprehensive  
passion takes hold  

of life processes through the human. 
  

The Universe is committed to surprise! 
  

We are a space that enables the future to 
act in the present. 

  
Yet our human activity is destroying our Universe. 

What spell are we following that allows 
us to destroy our very home? 



 

 

 

1986… in the New York Times … “a Canadian – caring for 
a whale – wires the ocean so he can listen to the whales 

sing and can identify the song of each one!” 
No other species has done this! 

INTIMACY 
As we develop the skill of imagination, of sharing awe, it 

will multiply into an ocean of energy as we share it. 
(lessening our need for commodities) 

… a foundational force of nature... 
CREATIVITY 

… a foundational force of nature... 
INTERDEPENDENCE 

 

We are immersed in an ever- renewing wonder- world 
that evokes our music and dance, our poetry and  

literature as well as our spiritual reflection and our scientific 
inquiry. 

 
To take on the challenge of creativity we would recognize 
the call of things –their desire to participate in the birth of 
something new. The Universe is aiming at a way of giving 

birth to itself – of creating itself over and over again! 

 

“Presence” means that indwelling quality that manifests  
itself throughout the natural world.  We find this awesome 
presence in the sun and moon and stars in the heavens, 
in the mountains and seas of the earth, in the dawn and 

sunset, in the forests, meadows and wildlife. 
 

We are all from the same energy- profoundly interrelated! 
Each – is a result of 14 billion years...  

Vast Sacred Community!  



 

 

 
Earth Democracy means that 

every component of the 
Community of Earth 

needs to have its say. 
Giving all rights to humans is unrealistic. 

The planet Earth functions as an  
integral community 

and no part of that community can be 
guided in its activities except with 
reference to the total community. 

 
About 15 billion years ago, Creative Compassionate Love 

delighted in possibilities!  
…4 million years ago our ancestors stood up 
…2.5 million years ago we began to use tools 

…with each new discovery the new human species evolved 
…our inventions have altered the face of the planet 

…as humans evolved  
…the whole of creation evolved 

The Universe is an expression of Love and everything in the 
Universe is essentially a means to Love. 

… a foundational force of nature… 
INTERRELATEDNESS 

… a foundational force of nature…
CONSCIOUSNESS 
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